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. ‘We are just the same,
none of us Is perfect, we
all need support’

. ‘We are all different, and

there are different ways of
doing and learning things’




Is a genuine ‘working together’ possible if we fail to:

Recognise that our shortcomings, and our
need for each other, do not make us deficient
or subnormal — these make us human?

Look past the disability label and begin to
grasp the particularities of each individual and

of their social milieu?




e Coordinating our actions based on some
shared understanding of what is needed.

‘Shared understanding’ is necessarily the
outcome of a free and open conversation
or dialogue about ‘what is needed’.

‘What Is needed’ is almost always open to
Interpretation







“he who Is unable to live
INn society or who has
no need because he Is
sufficient for himself
must be either a beast
or a god”

(Aristotle, Politics)




We just want what everybody else wants
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arenting is no walk in the park
| parents have stuff to learn
nere are different ways of doing things

T
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Socilal & economic
deprivation

A lifetime of restricted
learning opportunities

Poor mother-child health
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* Restricted learning
opportunities

 Difficulty sourcing,
understanding &
applying information

e Lack of suitable support &
services
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e 50 mothers assessed

e MOS 36 item Short Form
Health Survey (SF36)

* Poorer physical and
mental health
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“It Is Important that
people see that | am a
responsible father. You

have to prove yourself all
the time! People are always
watching you because you
have got a disabllity”




e Australia 1998-1999

285 consecutive Children’s Court cases
(involving 469 children)

 England 2000

437 consecutive (Family Proceedings &
County) Court cases (involving 828
children)




Prevalence

England Australia  England Australia

66 11 127 22

Borderline 21 48% 14 49% 56 6.8% 31 6.6%




KINSHIP NON FAMILY

Eng Eng Eng

ID* 13.1% 37.7% 16.4% 26.4% 70.5% 35.8%

NoID 31.1% 35.1% 17.2% 35.3% 51.7% 21.9%




Prejudicial views
False attribution

Suitable supports
Non-compliance




Is a genuine ‘working together’ possible if we fail to:

Recognise that our shortcomings, and our
need for each other, do not make us deficient
or subnormal — these make us human?
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grasp the particularities of each individual and

of their social milieu?
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